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Spring in lakes country is arguably the most anticipated time of the year. After a long cold winter,
spring fever seems to afflict all lake enthusiasts. The sure remedy is a stronger sun, warmer temperatures, and
longer days. Thankfully, Mother Nature has the cure. She converts ice into water, stretches the hours of daylight,
and paints beautiful sunsets just like she's done for eons. This year ice came of the lake on April 18th. So whether
your perfect Sybil Lake summer day means fishing, canoeing, boating, riding a wave, ski, or board, or simply chilling
with family and friends at the sandy beach, enjoy every moment. Because Mother Nature also knows how to
convert water into ice and shorten the daylight hours, just like she does

every year. See you on the lake! LAKE ASSOC|AT|O N

ANNUAL MEETING

SYBIL LAKE

4TH OF JULY

Thanks to all who attended the

BOAT PARADE lake association meeting last year,

great attendance, fellowship and

PICNIC

Food, friends, drinks, games, Celebrate the 250th Birthday of discussion! An engaged and
music, sound fun? It is! the USA by joining friends and informed lake association benefits
Mark your calendars for the lake neighbors for the annual 4th everyone, attending the annual
afternoon of August 15th for the of July boat parade. Decorate lake association is a great way to
annual Sybil Lake Picnic. Bring your watercraft and join in the stay engaged, stay informed and
whoever is at the cabin that day celebration! We'll gather at connect with neighbors. The

for a great celebration of all 11:00AM at the point at 2026 annual meeting:

things Sybil! Keep an eye out for Bylanders. See you there!

a message with final details. Saturday, June 13, 11:00AM at the

Vergas Community Center.
Guest Speaker: Tim Mitchell MN

WHAT'S NEW FOR DNR Loon specialist

THIS YEAR'S NEWSLETTER?

The Sybil Lake Association’s (SLA) mission statement says, “We strive to protect the high quality of Sybil Lake

for current and future generations, through encouraging respectful use of this resource for all.”

This year's SLA newsletter has interesting articles and information to help us become better stewards of the lake.

1. Did you know that last summer Minnesota instituted new “phased in” watercraft operator rules? Anyone who
owns any type of watercraft will want to learn how these new rules may affect them, especially younger
operators.

2. Did you know that the University Minnesota and the DNR have been studying the effects of wave action on
lake ecology? Learn about the DNR’s recommended wakesurfing guidelines with the goal of balancing
recreation and conservation.

3. Did you know that volunteer residents of Sybil Lake have been monitoring the lake for the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (MPCA) for 30 years? A special thanks to our Sybil Lake friends for their commitment and
dedication to that project. Because of them the MPCA has data to track and trend the quality of Sybil Lake.

Protecting a beautiful resource like Sybil Lake really does take a village. There are many fun and easy ways to

meet new neighbors or to get involved.

«  Volunteer or tag along on a lake water monitoring and testing day.

« The SLA Adopt a Highway cleanup from the junction of County Highway 35 and 36 past Freedom Flyer Road.

« Join us at the annual SLA meeting in June.

« Participate in the annual 4th of July boat parade.

« Join us for the annual Sybil Lake picnic in August.

«  Think about becoming a member of the SLA board.

Have a safe and fun filled summer!




MINNESOTA WATERCRAFT

OPERATOR RULES

Starting last summer, (July 1, 2025) new “phased in”
boating laws were passed that many of you may not
be aware of. The new law requires operators 21
years and younger to possess a valid watercraft
operator’'s permit for motorboats and personal
watercraft (PWC). Adults born on or after July 1,
2004, must hold a permit to operate motorboats
and PWC, with the requirement expanding over the
following three years to include older age groups.
Youth operators, younger than 12 years of age, may
operate motorboats with less than 75 horsepower if
accompanied by a legal operator. The law is
designed to improve water safety by ensuring that
all operators are properly trained.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR COMPLIANCE:

If you were born on or after the following dates you
will be required to have a valid watercraft operators
permit.

« July 1,2004 (effective July 1,2025)

« July 1,2000 (effective July 1,2026)

« July 1,1996 (effective July 1, 2027)

- July 1,1987 (effective July 1, 2028)

You can obtain an operator’s permit by successfully
completing the Minnesota, NASBLA-approved
boating safety course.

It is available at:

mndnr.gov/boatingcourse.

« If you are visiting Minnesota and are between
the ages of 12 -21 years and already possess a
valid watercraft operator’s certificate/permit
issued by your home state, you do not need to
obtain another one from Minnesota.

« If you do not have a certificate from your state,
you may obtain one from Minnesota by
successfully completing the DNR's boating
safety course.

It is recommended that all
adults take the Minnesota
boating course to enhance
their knowledge and safety.
Many boat insurance
companies offer discounts
to boat owners who have
taken an approved boating
safety course.

For more information go to:
mndnr.gov/boatingsafety

WAKE SURFING

GUIDELINES

Wake surfing has surged in popularity across
Minnesota’s lakes, offering thrill-seekers a
rope-free ride on boat-generated waves. But with
growing concerns over shoreline erosion and
underwater habitat disruption, state officials are
stepping in with new guidelines to balance
recreation and conservation.

Minnesota’s Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) has implemented targeted restrictions on
wake surf boats, particularly in sensitive areas.
These measures aim to reduce the environmental
impact of large waves that can damage lakebeds
and disturb aquatic ecosystems.

A recent University of Minnesota study revealed
that wake boats operating in shallow waters can
stir up sediment and harm aquatic life underscoring
the importance of regulation. Advocates hope the
combination of regulation and education will
preserve Minnesota'’s lake culture while allowing
responsible wake surfing

to thrive.

The DNR encourages wake surfing at least 500
feet from shorelines, docks, and other structures
and in a water depth of 20 feet or more. This helps
minimize wave energy reaching the shore,
protecting fragile habitats and reducing conflicts
with other lake users.

Education is also a key component to balancing
recreation and conservation. New boater safety
laws require operators—especially those born after
June 30, 2004—to obtain a watercraft operator’s
permit. This ensures that boaters understand safe
practices, including wake etiquette and
environmental stewardship. You can get your
watercraft operators permit here:
mndnr.gov/boatingcourse

Whether you're a seasoned surfer or a weekend
warrior, knowing and following these guidelines will
help protect the waters that make Minnesota and
Sybil Lake summers so unforgettable.




CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF

SYBIL LAKE WATER MONITORING

Minnesota has more than 12,000 lakes and 92,000 miles of streams. Otter Tail County alone has 1,048 lakes, the
highest number of lakes of any county in the United States. Additionally, Otter Tail County has hundreds of miles
of rivers and streams. With that many bodies of water to monitor, it's easy to see why the agency relies on
volunteers to track water health. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s (MPCA) Volunteer Water Monitoring
Program has over 1,400 residents that act as "citizen scientists."

Collecting Data for 3 Decades

Sybil Lake has participated in the Volunteer Water Monitoring Program since 1996. The primary purpose of the

program is to generate data that the state could not otherwise afford to collect. For many remote or smaller

bodies of water like Sybil Lake, volunteer readings represent the only available data the MPCA has to detect
subtle shifts in water quality or lake health. Volunteers use Secchi disks and tubes to measure water clarity and
quality. For 30 years, a number of our Sybil Lake friends and neighbors tested and logged the clarity of the lake.

These volunteer “scientists” took water samples once a month from May through September and provided

consistent and invaluable long-term records for the MPCA. A big thanks goes out to those who volunteered to

test our lake.

How is the Data Used?

The data collected isn't just for academic interest—it has real-world

regulatory consequences:

» Impairment Designation: If volunteer data shows a consistent decline in
clarity, the MPCA can officially categorize a water body as "impaired."
Fortunately, Sybil Lake is a relatively clean and healthy lake.

+ Restoration Funding: This designation is often the first step in unlocking
state and federal funding for cleanup and restoration projects.

» Trend Analysis: To determine a statistically significant trend, the MPCA
requires at least eight years of data—a timeline that is only sustainable
through the dedication of long-term volunteers. The water quality and
clarity in Sybil Lake fluctuates from year to year. However based on the
data collected from 30 years, our lake has been relatively consistent. The
Sybil Lake webpage has a link near the bottom with water quality
information: sybillake.org

The water monitoring program is a valuable partnership between lake stakeholders and a government agency
working to monitor and protect Minnesota’s most precious natural resource. | encourage anyone who is interested
in learning more about the water monitoring process to ride along during a water testing day. It's a fun and easy
way to learn about Sybil Lake and the process used to test our lake.

LOON NESTING
ARTIFICIAL FLOAT

This spring the Sybil Lake Association installed a loon nesting raft also known as an
Artificial Nesting Platform (ANP) and a Loon Nesting Area float in Little Sybil. The
floating platform was donated to Sybil Lake by the Loon Lake Association. Last fall
(2025) the two associations got together to compare notes about common issues
and similarities amongst our associations. At that meeting, it was brought up that last
year on Little Sybil a pair of loons had their nest washed away by a boat wake.
Members of the Loon Lake Association said they had an extra ANP and they would be
willing to share it with us.

Floating platforms are a vital conservation tool to help baby loons survive. The primary
advantage of these floating rafts is their ability to rise and fall with the water level.

Continued...




Continued...

Natural nests are often built just inches from the water's edge; a sudden heavy rain can flood the eggs, while a
drop in levels can leave the nest "high and dry," making it inaccessible to the heavy, low-sitting birds. ANPs ensure
the nest remains at the perfect elevation, regardless of the weather.

By placing the nest away from the bank, platforms create a natural "moat" that deters land-based scavengers like
raccoons, foxes, and domestic pets.

Our hope is the Little Sybil loons take to their new home soon. As we were installing the platform the loons were
closely checking us out. We hope this is a good sign. According to the Journal of Wildlife Management, it may
take several seasons for loons to accept a new raft. However, once used, they are often used continuously.

If you see the Loon Nesting Area float please use caution and be respectful of the nest. The loons, especially baby
loons are one of the many blessings of Minnesota Lake life.
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